The Rosie’s Diary Series

Book 3

Stories related to Key
Key Competencies
Introduction & Key Themes
The Rosie’s Diary Series is made up of
three chapter books. They are most
suitable for 8–12 year olds.
The key themes in the series relate to:
• The importance of friendships
• Caring for and helping others
• Everyone is different and accepting
that it is ok to be different
• Facing and overcoming challenges
• Valuing what you have, the simple things in life
• The importance of good manners and showing respect for others
• The natural cycle of life – from birth to death.

Introduction to the Rosie’s Diary Series
Book 1
Rosie and her friends Merlina Belle, Ruby and Madison are real miniature horses that live on the authors
farm in the Bay of Plenty, New Zealand. Each story is based on actual events in Rosie’s life.
Rosie’s first year on the farm is full of adventures. From special birthday treats to unexpected visitors
that come to Play and stay.
Rosie also learns that some days are not just about having fun, but she always manages to see these
days for what they are – just part of life.
Book 2
Rosie and her miniature horse friends are growing up and the seasons are changing. Springtime has
arrived along with lush springtime grass. That means diets for the miniature horses!
Book 3
There’s a lot happening on the farm with Oscar going to the shows, Rosie and Merlina off on their
holidays, and the group of Little Girl Horses that come to stay.
Then Tinkerbelle the Show Horse arrives on the farm to stay with the Little Boy Horses and things are
never quite the same.

The Rosie’s Diary series are available for purchase from Real NZ Books:
https://shop.realnzbooks.co.nz/shopn/spi//books

Rosie’s Diary – Book 3 – Overview of each story and Key Competencies
Chapter Story Title and Overview
1

Oscar goes the Shows, and the Little Boy Horses
Oscar leaves the farm to become a little show horse. At the shows he
always wins lots of ribbons because the Judge thinks he’s the most
well behaved horse in the ring. While Oscar is away at the shows
Rosie and Merlina get three new Little Boy Horses to stay in the
next paddock. The Little Boy Horses are always playing, and biting,
and chasing each other around the paddock. Rosie and Merlina like
to watch the Little Boy Horses play, but sometimes they get tired
watching them and like to have their own paddock to do what they
want to do.

2

Ken’s time to Go
Ken came back to stay on the farm. Ken politely said hello to Rosie and
Merlina and they said hello to Ken nicely and politely. One day Rosie
and Merlina noticed something strange. Ken was standing for longer
than usual on the hill. Then Ken said good-bye to Rosie and Merlina
and turned towards the back of the paddock. Rosie and Merlina didn’t
know where Ken was going. Miss Josie came down to the paddock
later that day and said that Ken had lay down at the back of his
paddock, closed his eyes and gone to Heaven. Miss Josie said that
Ken was happy in Heaven and was probably catching up with his Big
Horse friends who were already in Heaven.

3

Merlina goes away on Holiday
Merlina goes away To Stud to learn about babies. Rosie got a new
friend to stay called Casper. Rosie was very sad and missed Merlina
but Casper stayed beside her and became her new friend. Casper
reassured Rosie that Merlina would be back soon from the Stud Farm
and that made Rosie feel better.

4

The Little Girl Horses come to Stay
A group of Little Girl Horses from the Stud Farm come to stay on
the farm because they have run out of grass at their place. They
remembered seeing Merlina on the Stud Farm and had a message from
Merlina to give to Rosie. Rosie was so happy to hear that Merlina was
happy on the Stud Farm, that Merlina hadn’t forgotten her, and that one
day Rosie would get to see her again.

5

Rosie’s Turn for Holiday
Rosie goes for a holiday to the Stud Farm where Annie lives because
she got laminitis from eating too much juicy grass. Annie knew what to
do to fix Rosie’s feet. Rosie’s friends Casper and Ramondo were sad to
see Rosie go. Rosie reassured her friends as she was leaving that she
would be back soon when her feet were fixed and they would all Play
together again.

Key Competency
Relating to Others
Shows consideration
Is tolerant
Social Skills
Being respectful
Feelings
Being adventurous
Being a friend

Social Skills
Being respectful
Managing Self
Actively listens
Relating to Others
Shows consideration

Social Skills
Feelings
Being a friend
Relating to Others
Shows consideration

Social Skills
Feelings
Being respectful
Managing Self
Is resilient
Relating to Others
Shows consideration
Social Skills
Being encouraging
Managing Self
Is resilient
Relating to Others
Shows consideration
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Chapter Story Title and Overview
6

Rosie Muffin and Merlina Belle on the Stud Farm
Annie kept Rosie in the stable and tended to her feet every day, until
slowly, Rosie’s feet improved so she could walk again around the
paddock and finally eat the nice juicy grass. Rosie met up with Merlina
on the Stud Farm. They spent a lot of time together catching up on
all the news. Rosie missed Miss Josie and the Little Boy Horses, but
Rosie and Merlina were happy because most importantly they were
back together again.

7

From Casper – About Rosie on the Stud Farm
Rosie decides to stay on the Stud Farm and spend time with Merlina.
Meanwhile back on the farm, Casper and Ramondo have another Little
Girl Horse come to stay called Tinkerbelle. Tinkerbelle is a show horse
and is quite a bit different from the other Little Girl Horses that Casper
has met. In spite of Tinkerbelle’s unusual ‘show horse’ habits Casper
and Ramondo become her friend and help her to settle into the farm
routine.

Key Competency
Social Skills
Feelings
Being a friend
Being resilient
Managing Self
Is resilient

Social Skills
Feelings
Being a friend
Being respectful
Being encouraging
Relating to Others
Shows consideration
Takes responsibility
Is purposely involved
Makes positive contributions
Is tolerant

